Gil Scott-Heron

Gil Scott-Heron said he was not a poet, but that “these are merely tools used by sensitive men to carve out a piece of beauty or truth they hope may lead to peace and salvation” (Liner notes for Small Talk at 125th & Lennox, 1971)

· Gil Scott-Heron was born in Chicago in 1949, but grew up in Jackson, Tennessee and the Bronx, New York. He started writing at an early age, and earned a full scholarship to Lincoln University in Pennsylvania. 

· He was influenced by the African American poets of the Harlem Renaissance, including Langston Hughes, and by the jazz, soul, and blues music created by artists such as Otis Redding, John Coltrane, and Nina Simone.

· Scott-Heron and his friend Brian Jackson formed a band called the Black & Blues and began recording songs that featured Scott-Heron reciting his rhythmic poems over a funky, jazzy melodic background.

· Scott-Heron became famous for his outspoken activist lyrics and raw performances. His medium & his message combined to help him get his point across. 

· Gil Scott-Heron has spoken out – through his performance poetry – about homophobia, civil rights, nuclear proliferation, consumerism, middle-class ignorance and poverty. 

· The Revolution Will Not be Televised is Gil Scott-Heron’s most famous and influential poem. It has been remixed, sampled, and quoted by artists ranging from rappers, punk bands, house DJs and dub emcees.

· It has been said Gil Scott-Heron’s sound laid the groundwork for hip hop music and spoken word poetry. He is often called “the Godfather of rap.” GSH says he admires hip hop artists like Mos Def, Common, and Chuck D, and that he likes to see something beyond “expletive deleted, expletive deleted” in rap lyrics - “If I can’t say it in front of my mother or my daughter, I don’t want to do it.”

